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their greater radiating power; while on hard,
bare ground and stones, where it is less
needed, it is comparatively trifling. In cold
climates the earth, being cold and sufficiently
moist, requires little dew; accordingly, the
clouds, which are common in damp and chilly
regions, prevent the radiation of heat, and
the deposition of dew is slight. See frost.
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DEWEY, george (1837-1917), an Amer-
ican admiral, conqueror of Spain in the
Philippines in 1898 by the successful Battle
of Manila Bay. Here he exemplified the pre-
paredness and instant readiness of the
United States navy for
action in his famous
order, "You may fire
when ready, G-ridley."
Dewey was born in
Montpelier, Yt., Dee.
26,1837. He was grad-
uated from the United1
States ISTaval Academy
in 1858 and entered the
service of the United
States aboard the frig-
ate Wabash. In 1861
he was commissioned
lieutenant and assigned
to the steam sloop Mississippi, under Far-
ragut. He took part in forcing the defenses
of New Orleans and later lost his vessel by
running her aground in a fog. In 1870 he
was put in command of the Narragansett
and made surveys on the Pacific coast for
six years, and some years later he was put
in command of the Juniata, on the Atlantic
station.
Dewey nest commanded the Dolphin, and
later still the Pensacola, and in 1896 he was
promoted to the rank of commodore. When
war broke out with Spain, he was placed in
command of the Asiatic squadron, and he
won the Battle of Manila Bay, May 1, 1898,
without the loss of a man from his fleet.
For this he was made a rear admiral and was
given the thanks of Congress. The next year
he was created admiral of the navy by special
act of Congress, the first to hold that highest
rank, for former holders of admiral rank
were only admirals. He returned to the
United States in September and received an
unprecedented popular welcome, A grateful
nation through popular subscription pre-
sented him with a home in Washington. He
was president of the naval board until a
short time before his death.
 DEWEY, john (1859- ), an Amer-
ican educator and psychologist, born at
Burlington, Vermont. He was educated in
the University of Vermont and filled succes-
sively the positions of professor of psychol-
ogy in the University of Minnesota and the
University of Michigan and professor of
philosophy in the University of Chicago.
He organized the laboratory, or practice,
department of the School of Education at
the last-named institution, and it is called
for him the Dewey School. In 1904 he was
chosen head of the department of philosophy
in Columbia University. Professor Dewey
has become widely known through Ms writ-
ings and lectures. The best known of his
publications are Psychology; The Critical
Theory of Ethics; Study of Ethics; Psychol-
ogy of Number, School and Society; Democ-
racy and Education-, and How to Think.
DEWEY, melvil (1851- ), an Amer-
ican librarian and educator, considered the
leading authority on libraries in the United
States. He originated the decimal system
of classifying books, and was one of the
prime movers in the work of university ex-
tension and in establishing traveling li-
braries. Dewey was born at Adams Center,
N. Y., and educated at Amherst College.
He early became interested in library work
and was the leader in the movement to found
the American Library Association. He was
the founder, and for five years the editor,
of the Library Journal. Later he was chosen
librarian of Columbia University, where he
established the School of Library Economy
and became its director. From this position
he was chosen secretary of the University
of the State of New York and director of
the state library. He transferred the library
school to Albany, where it has since
remained.
DEXTRIN, a gummy substance made
from starch by the action of dilute acids, by
malt extract or by heat. By the action of hot
diluted acid, dextrin is finally converted into
grape sugar. It is white, insipid and with-
out smell. It is a good substitute for gum
arabic for stiffening goods and in calico
printing, and is used also on the backs of
postage stamps.
DI'ABASE, a variety of crystalline, igne-
ous rock ordinarily composed of lime-soda,
feldspar and pyroxene. The feldspar usu-
ally occurs in the form of long, flat crystals,
distributed radially in groups. When the

